Prothrombin G20210A and methylenetetrahydrofolate reductase C677T polymorphisms in peripheral capillary nonperfusion: a case report.
The G20210A mutation in the prothrombin gene is an established risk factor for venous thrombosis. However, there is some controversy as to the role played by this mutation in arterial thrombotic disease. The association of peripheral capillary nonperfusion with prothrombin G20210A mutation has never been reported before. We present the case of 34-year-old man who presented with peripheral capillary nonperfusion. The fundus examination of his right eye revealed an epiretinal membrane, peripheral (mainly temporally) retinal haemorrhages, exudates and microaneurismal alterations of the vascular bed. Fluorescein angiography of his right eye demonstrated an extended area of capillary nonperfusion distal to the microaneurismal lesions. Evaluation revealed mutations of the G20210A prothrombin and MTHFR genes. Screening for hereditary thrombophilia should be considered, regardless of patient age, in patients with peripheral retinal ischemia. The prothrombin G20210A mutation, a genetic risk factor, may be associated with peripheral capillary nonperfusion.